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SOFTBALL

"~ ANTHONY MARTINEZ/FILE
After allowing just one home run through the first 30 games of the season, Henderson
somehow conceded eight in the span of two weeks to Pac-12 foes Oregon and Arizona.

Henderson struggles

Junior pitcher attempts to right
the ship against St. Mary squad

By Sean Wagner-Mcgough
Staff .
swagnermegough@daiycal.org

The Cal softball team
could use a breather
right about now. Having
lost three of their past
four games, the Bears
don’t look anything like
a team eager to defend
their Pac-12 title.

It’s a good thing, then,
that the Bears’ next op-
ponent is Saint Mary’s
on Wednesday in Berke-
ley. The Gaels have a
12-15 overall record, in-
cluding an abysmal 2-8
record on the road. The
nonconference clash
should provide Cal with
an excellent opportunity
to rebound before its
schedule takes a turn for
the worse again.

The No. 1 goal for
Cal has to be to get star
pitcher Jolene Hender-
son back on track. The
Bears have to be con-
cerned that three of
Henderson’s past four
outings have resulted in
losses. However, it’s the
manner in which Hen-
derson has lost those
three games that is most
alarming.

After only giving up
one home run through
the first 30 games of the
season, Henderson’s al-
lowed home run total
has skyrocketed to nine.
During Sunday’s game
against the Ducks, Hen-
derson was responsible
for giving up four long-
balls. In her past three
losses, Henderson has

surrendered 14 earned
runs in 16.1 innings
pitched, bad enough for
an ERA of 7.83. Her ERA
for the season is 1.31.

However, the losses
can’t be pinned on Hen-
derson alone. In the past
three defeats, the Cal of-
fense has only managed
to put seven runs on the
board. On the season, the
Bears average just above
five runs per game. In
those three losses, the
Bears runs per game av-
erage shrank to slightly
more than two.

If the Bears don’t im-
prove these numbers
next weekend, when they
take on No. 15 UCLA
in Los Angeles, they
shouldn’t expect to come
away with any wins.

That’s why Wednes-
day’s game against Saint
Mary’s is so important. It
gives Cal the perfect op-
portunity to get its confi-
dence and game back on
track. A dominating win
would do just that.

The Gaels’ highest-
hitting player is cur-
rently Megan Smith,
with a .298 batting aver-
age. That number would
be fifth on Cal’s roster.
Saint Mary’s next-best
hitter is Monika Reich-
hardt, who has a .250
batting average. That
number would be eighth
on Cal’s roster.

No other qualified hit-
ter on the Saint Mary’s
roster has a batting aver-
age in the .200’s.

Meanwhile, Cal
doesn’t even have one
everyday player batting

below .200.

In terms of a mis-
match, the equivalent
would be matching up
the New York Yankees’
payroll against the Hous-
ton Astros’ payroll.

The question isn’t,
“Can Cal can walk away
with a win?” The ques-
tion is, “How much will
Cal win by?”

This scenario actually
puts Cal in a pressure-
packed situation. If the
Bears find themselves
in a close game with the
Gaels, or if Henderson
fails to shut down their
subpar offense, it could
be destructive to their
championship mental-
ity.

Cal head coach Diane
Ninemire probably had
no idea how important
Wednesday’s date with
Saint Mary’s would be
back when the schedule
was first released. Just
one week ago, this game
looked like an easy win
for the Bears.

And it most likely will
be. The Bears should
expect to dominate on
Wednesday.

They should expect
Henderson to regain
her All-American form.
They should expect to
get back to their win-
ning ways.

But if they don’t take
care of business, the
Bears will enter the most
crucial stretch of their
season on the lowest
possible note.

Sure, it’s unlikely.

But, then again,
wasn’t it just a week ago
when the idea of Hen-
derson giving up eight
home runs in a week
seemed completely ludi-
crous? m
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by The Campus League of Puzzlers tions. Figuring out what to do is the hardest part.
Each puzzle will have a TITLE and some will have a
short sentence called flavortext. The title and flavor-
text usually indicate the theme of the puzzle and pro-
vide clues about how to manipulate the information
you've been given. The full meaning of these clues
may only be evident once you've figured out what
to do.

Solving the puzzle requires extracting an ANSWER
from the given information. The answer will be a
single English word. It should become clear when
you've found the answer. Sometimes you may think
you need to consult external information; that's okay,
no resource is off-limits when solving. When you
think you know the answer, check it on our website.

Solution to ROAMIN’ NUMERALS:

Each of the given words contains a Roman nu-
meral: o[V]erture, gen[ll], nonnat[IV]e, opportun(l]st,
subser[Vllent. Take the nth letter of each word,
where n is the value of the Roman numeral it con-
tains (e.g. take the 5th letter of overture). These let-
ters spell the final answer TENOR, which is an English
word that contains a numeral.

Congratulations to Shang, Matt W, and Ken
Cheng who were the first three to submit the cor-
rect answer to last week’s puzzle on our website
(http://puzzle.berkeley.edu).

The 2013 Berkeley Mystery Hunt is coming up on
Sunday, May 5th. The hunt is a 12 hour puzzle solv-
ing competition based on the MIT Mystery Hunt.
Teams of up to 10 try to solve puzzles as fast as they
can to ultimately locate an item of interest hidden
somewhere on campus. If you and your friends like
puzzles, start getting together your team. No previ-
ous puzzling experience necessary! For more infor-
mation, or to register, visit our website.

Last week, we started presenting a series of “game
puzzles”. (You can find an archive of past columns
on our website). In this kind of puzzle, we'll give
you a box with some information, but no instruc-

NOT ALWAYS
TOTALLY OBVIOUS

California mountain range
Sesame street muppet
Fantasy Bra model
Mythological nymph
Character from Twin Peaks
Holiday month

https://www.facebook.com/CalPuzzlers

FOERSTER LECTURES on the IMMORTALITY of the SOUL

ALEXANDRA HOROWITZ

Professor, Department of Psychology, Barnard College

April 4, 2013

Considering Dogs

4:10 p.m., Berkeley City Club Ballroom
2315 Durant Avenue, Berkeley

For information visit: www.grad.berkeley.edu/lectures/

or call 510.643.7413. B} like us.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

POVERTYR&

74,

OMELESSNESS

/.

FREE ADMISSION

GRADUATE COUNCIL LECTURES
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Digging all day because you’re addicted

to excavations?
Look for construction jobs or some like it: Hot Hole
Contractors will hook you up. pgtholeinc@gmail.com
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For more great deals, pick up your PRESS PASS
today in the Daily Cal office at 2483 Hearst Ave!

Go to presspass.dailycal.org for more information.




